
A circular walk of 4km (2.5 miles) or 2km (1.25 miles)

Horncastle Canal Walk

Lincolnshire Walks



Introduction

Horncastle is an attractive market town
lying at the south-west foot of the
Lincolnshire Wolds and noted for its
antique shops. The town is located where
the Rivers Bain and Waring meet, and on
the site of the Roman fort or
Bannovallum.

Horncastle is an excellent starting point
from which to enjoy the beautiful and
varied local countryside. 

This walk, south of Horncastle, will take
you through a developing woodland,
along the banks of a river and canal before
joining a trail on part of an old railway line.

Horncastle is one of over
100 locations in the UK
that has Walkers are
Welcome (WaW)
accreditation.  The
Horncastle WaW group encourage
walking in the local area and organise a
series of walks and events throughout the
year.  For more information go to
www.horncastletowncouncil.co.uk

This is one in a series of walks from
Horncastle. The others are:

• Horncastle, Fulletby & West Ashby
• Round Horncastle
• Horncastle Town Walk

We hope you enjoy them.



The Walk

With your back to the swimming pool
entrance turn right and then right
again between the hedge and river,
keeping the river on your left.  

Walk across the grassed area to a
kissing gate in the corner.

Continue straight on along the field
edge.

After approximately 50m turn left
through a gate to enter Banovallum
Carr.

Follow the path to the right and then
keep left to walk alongside the river.

Follow this path for approximately
800m (0.5 mile) to the end of the
wood.
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Banovallum Carr is owned and
managed by The Woodland Trust.
The woodland covers 20 acres and
consists of mainly birch and alder
trees with some willow and
buckthorn along its edges.  The first
trees were planted on the site by
local people in 2001 and a further
adjacent area planted in 2007.
Regular mowing takes place along
the rides and other areas to
encourage grassland habitat and
allow people to explore the area. 
The aim of The Woodland Trust is
to establish a mixed broadleaf
woodland as an area of informal
recreation for the local community.
For more information go to
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk
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For the SHORTER WALK turn right
and follow the canal path back to the
swimming pool.

For the LONGER WALK turn left
and follow the path beside the canal
to a road.  

The Walk

Turn right and walk along the edge of
the wood.  
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At the end of the wood turn right and
follow the path to a gate and bridge.
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Cross the bridge and walk along the
field edge, keeping the ditch on your
right, to the canal bank.
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The Horncastle Navigation canal
opened in 1802 at a cost of 
£45,000.  It ran between
Horncastle and Tattershall, a
distance of 11 miles, where it
joined the Tattershall canal which
linked to the river Witham.  Now it
is a great place to watch wildlife.

You are now walking along the
Viking Way, Lincolnshire's long
distance footpath. It starts on the
banks of the Humber and winds its
way through Lincolnshire,
Leicestershire and Rutland to finish
in Oakham, a total distance of 147
miles. The route is waymarked with
a Viking helmet symbol.  
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At the road turn right, over the canal,
and then right along the bridleway
through the small car park to join the
Spa Trail.

Follow the Trail back to the edge of
Horncastle, approximately 1.6km 
(1 mile).
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The Walk

Turn right over the canal to return to
the swimming pool and starting point.

The Spa trail is a multi-user route
that runs between Horncastle and
Woodhall Spa.  Part of it follows the
line of the old Horncastle and
Woodhall Junction railway. The
railway line opened in 1855 and
closed to passenger trains a century
later in 1954. It finally closed to
goods trains in 1971.   
The trail is dotted with sculptures
along it length.



Be a responsible walker

Please remember the countryside is a place where people live and work and where
wildlife makes its home. To protect the Lincolnshire countryside for other visitors
please respect it and on every visit follow the Countryside Code. Thank you.

• Be safe - plan ahead and follow any signs
• Leave gates and property as you find them
• Protect plants and animals, and take litter home
• Keep dogs under close control
• Consider other people

Most of all enjoy your visit to the 
Lincolnshire countryside 

This leaflet is one in a series of walk leaflets produced by Lincolnshire County Council’s
Countryside Access Team to help you explore and enjoy the county’s countryside. If
you have enjoyed these walks and would like information on other walking routes in
Lincolnshire then please visit our website.

If you encounter any problems whilst on these walks, such as an overgrown path or a
broken signpost, please let us know so they can be put right.

We would also welcome your comments and suggestions on the walk and leaflet to
help improve future editions.

If you would like to request a copy of this leaflet in an
alternative format or a different language please contact us.

Lincolnshire County Council 
Countryside Access Team 

Tel: 01522 782070 Minicom: 01522 552055 
Email: countryside_access@lincolnshire.gov.uk 

Web: www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/countryside



Useful information

Walk Location: Horncastle lies 35km (22 miles)
east of Lincoln on the A158.

Starting point: Horncastle swimming pool,
Coronation Walk.
Grid reference: TF 255 693
Post code: LN9 6HP

Parking: Swimming pool car park as above, or pay &
display car parks in the town including The Wong, The Bain
and St Lawrence Street. 

Ordnance survey maps for the area: Explorer273 Lincolnshire Wolds South.
Landranger 122 Skegness & Horncastle.

Walk length: Shorter walk 2 km (11/4 miles) which will take approximately 30 minutes
to complete at a leisurely pace.  
Longer walk 4 km (21/2 miles) which will take approximately 11/4 hours to complete.

Type of walk: The walk uses field paths and surfaced track. The walk is level but may
be uneven and muddy in places.  There are no stiles on the walk but you may
encounter livestock.

Refreshments: There is a wide selection of shops, cafes and pubs in Horncastle.  

Public toilets: St Lawrence Street, Horncastle.

Published March 2015

This walk and leaflet have been put together with the assistance of
Horncastle Walkers are Welcome group, The Woodland Trust and Magna Vitae.


