
Two Towns Walkers Are Welcome Meeting 
Horncastle and Spilsby with Hundelby  

The Old Schoolhouse, Horncastle 
Wednesday 7th March 2018 

 
Attendance 
Horncastle Gail Dymoke, Chair (minute taker) 
  Julian Millington, Treasurer 
  Bob Wayne 
  Rose Williams 
Spilsby  Steph Round, Chair 
  Denise Rowland 
Also  David Rodger, Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside Project 
 
Apologies 
Horncastle  Peter Wilkinson 
Also  Debby Braund, Lincolnshire County Council 
 
1. Notes from the last meeting and matters arising 
The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record. Steph mention that 
the Spilsby Group had recently offered a walk especially for dog owners but it was 
not well attended. Gail said that all of Horncastle Group’s walks were open to dogs 
on leads, and they usually had 3 or 4 dogs joining them.  
Steph mentioned that ‘Love Lincs’ cotton bags are freely available and they also have 
the Walkers are Welcome Logo on them. Horncastle still have bags left over from the 
National Conference if anyone has a good use for them.  
David informed the meeting that lovelincolnshirewolds.com is the new destination 
website for all things Lincolnshire Wolds, and we are able to publicise our events on 
the site. David said that they are willing to include events that are adjoining the 
Wolds area so Horncastle and Spilsby WaW would be able to use the site.   

 
2. Group updates 
 Market Rasen 

Gary Beighton has been struggling on his own to keep this group going and has 
finally admitted defeat. He will remain active within the walking community and 
intends to continue to support the Lincolnshire Wolds Walking Festival and other 
events as they occur.  
Caistor 
The Caistor group have decided to leave the National WaW scheme as they feel 
they are not receiving value for money. The will continue to work hard regarding 
all aspects of walking within their area, and they too will continue to be part of 
the Lincolnshire Wolds Walking Festival. The meeting hoped that they would 
continue to collaborate with the WaW groups from time to time and wished 
them well.  
Spilsby 
Steph reported that today was their first anniversary – hooray! The group has 
continued to hold regular walks with anything from 8 to 26 participants. They 
have found that offering two simultaneous walks of 2 and 4 miles has proved 
very popular. They have used local facilities to provide refreshments at the end 
of walks, again proving very popular. They plot all of their walks on a large map. 



The group also divide their ‘patch’ between themselves in order to monitor 
footpaths etc.  
They are in the process of producing town trails with an historical connection.  
Lizzie Atkinson of Magna Vitae elizabeth.atkin@mvtlc.org has offered possible 
funding for local projects linked to health and well-being.  
The group is making good use of social media to publicise their events, and also 
produce flyers. They are in the process of setting up a website.  
Steph mentioned that she started to complete the section on the National 
Website for their group but gave up as she found it complex and time 
consuming.  
Horncastle 
Julian informed the meeting that their programme of walks continues. The last 
one on December 31st was particularly well attended. Their next walk is on 
Mother’s Day, starting at the slightly earlier time of 09.30. The group are also 
undertaking regular litter picks and clearing verges which are well received by 
the local community and have had good press coverage.  The next litter pick is on 
29th April. All events are in their Facebook page.  
The group has been co-ordinating a project to build a bridge over the Old River 
Bain which will link the town to walks and community woodland. This project has 
now been taken over by the Town Council, although they remain heavily involved 
for the time being.  
The group are also producing a children’s walking brochure. This has been 
funded by the Tesco Bags of Help scheme and hopes to be completed by late 
spring.   

 
3. National WaW 

Due to the Caistor and Market Rasen pulling out of the National Scheme there 
was some discussion about the way forward. However, all were agreed that 
belonging to the larger organisation had its benefits and we would remain 
members for the foreseeable future.  
There was some discussion about a joint walk between the 2 groups. Bob agreed 
to take the lead on this and said he was thinking of Winceby to Hammeringham 
and back. This will not be until the late summer.   

 
4. AOB:  

David mentioned that a small grant scheme will open in April to support projects 
of positive benefit to the Wolds area. Go to www.lincswolds.org.uk for more 
information.  
David also informed the meeting of the Community Engagement Team at 
Lincolnshire County Council. They have Community Collaboration Fund which 
could be pertinent to our activities. The person to contact is Bex Allen 
bex.allen@lincolnshire.gov.uk 
 

5. The next meeting is confirmed as Monday 9th July at 10.00am at Spilsby 
Theatre. We are also invited to bring our boots and go for a walk 
afterwards.   
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